varicocele and of surgical, endocrine and nonspecific methods of treatment, and on erectile and ejaculatory problems and vasectomy.
The book is well illustrated with diagrams and photographs. It should prove invaluable to the general reader wishing to educate himself in this field, and the extensive bibliographies at the end of each chapter are excellent starting points for further reading. R This slim volume contains four review articlesgenetic deficiencies of adenosine deaminase and purine nucleoside phosphorylase and their implications for therapy of leukaemias; alpha thalassaemia; platelet sizing: techniques, biological significance and clinical applications; and physiologic mechanisms and the hematopoietic effects of the androstanes and their derivatives. All are written by experts, are comprehensive and review all aspects of the subject from the theoretical basis to clinical application. It is particularly useful to have such reviews which are extensively referenced so that the original work can be readily identified and obtained. In all the articles, references go up to the year 1982 and occasionally 1983. This is creditable in a publication of 1983. This is a most useful volume which will be consulted not only by research workers but also by haematologists and physicians. This book contains the proceedings of a symposium held in Cleveland, Ohio, at which clinicians, epidemiologists, ecologists, virologists and others met to review the present status of the California serogroup viruses. The prototype California encephalitis virus was isolated in 1943 from a pool of mosquitoes, but its disease potential and taxonomy were then unknown. Subsequently, related viruses were isolated from a variety of different habitats elsewhere in the USA, Canada, South America, Europe, Asia and Africa. The California serogroup viruses are now placed in the genus Bunyavirus, within the large family Bunyaviridae. The clinical importance of the viruses is evident from the fact that they are second only to St Louis encephalitis virus as causes of viral encephalitis in the USA. Encephalitis in children is usually due to La Crosse virus, whereas Keystone Canyon virus causes more adult cases; the prototype California virus seldom causes encephalitis.
The natural history of these viruses is still imperfectly understood, although transovarial transmission through mosquitoes is established, greatly complicating control measures. Whilst primarily concerned with a health problem in the USA, many contributions have far wider relevance. Sensitive methods for detecting antiviral IgM in human sera and for detecting viral antigen in individual mosquitoes are described. Monoclonal antibodies are being used to discriminate between virus isolates. Those interested in the natural history of viruses and in arbovirus diseases will find many fascinating observations in this volume. The volume consists of a mixture of 'overviews' and individual original research papers. Because the 'overview' chapters are so short, some are very superficial. An exception to this is the detailed account of physiological aspects of disturbed conduction by Bergmans which provides the opportunity for understanding current ideas and gives access to relevant literature (198 references) . The original research papers are also often sketchy, e.g. a brief account of experimental effects of steroids on six rabbits. Although immune cell markers are of increasing importance in all parts of the nervous system, it is not clear why a chapter should be devoted entirely to immunology of cerebellar cells in a book on the peripheral nervous system. Although there have been a few publications about the 'toxic oil syndrome', it is useful to have a summary of this extraordinary disease. The chapter by Culp, Ochoa and Torebjork on various electrophysiological aspects of paraesthesiae is stimulating.
Overall the chapters are of variable quality but some are of general interest to those interested in diseases of the peripheral nerves.
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